All of us at the Museum send you our best wishes for Christmas  and the New Year. 
Let’s trim our trees, light our lights and hope for a less challenging year ahead.

Although the Museum cannot be open for Late Night Shopping, we will be serving waffles (£2.50 and a choice of toppings) in the front garden.  A great way to start your evening.  There will be a draw (tickets only available on the night) and the lucky winner will be £50 richer.  Please come along to see us, support the Museum and try your luck. We will look forward to seeing you there.  

It has been a difficult period for all village organisations and the Museum has had the additional drama of damp patches appearing almost everywhere.  In all my years there, I have never seen anything like it.   Drains have been cleared and other investigations are underway.  Unfortunately, the damp has compromised our newly painted walls. Much of what was done has been undone.   Hopefully, these issues will be resolved in time for our planned reopening in May. 

Three of the Museum Players took part in the recent memorial service for Dennis and Cicely Corner.  Tony Richards remembered the active roles they both played in the community, their contribution to the Museum and read an account of a mischievous young Dennis scrumping for apples.   And being caught at it.  Up a tree!  Chris de Vere Hunt and Bill Ball very appropriately and beautifully sang a song about apple trees, Linden Lea.  

This the traditional period of thanks and I am grateful throughout the year for the help and support of our many well wishers, knowing you are there is encouraging and rewarding.  Thank you.   

I am grateful to the Museum Committee for the various roles they take on in helping the Museum to continue to play its role as an asset to the village.  Jeff Cox, with the help of Penny Kelham, has produced an outstanding second volume recording those in Porlock Vale who served in the First and Second World Wars.  Penny continues to run our website and Gail Crane sees that we are represented on Facebook, forwards enquiries and is watchful for any grants that we might apply for.  Rosemary Boaz has helped in sorting through as yet uncatalogued items and serves as our Secretary.  Rosalinde Haw keeps our accounts in order and Fiona Plumstead is ready to step back into her role as Events Manager when we reopen and continues to help me to see the funny side of things.   Anna Hanson manages the steward’s rota and is always looking for new recruits.   

The Museum gardeners, the senior Jeff Cox and Eileen Ireland, garden steadily throughout the year and we are grateful for their efforts.  While there are many friends of the Museum, Steve Rawle, Colin Strange and John Hammond are always ready to lend a hand and their help is greatly appreciated.

We are grateful, as always, to Chris and Roger for producing this Newsletter.  What would we do without you?

I will look forward to seeing you at the Museum in the New Year.   
Merry Christmas to all and Happy New Year. 

Lita Strampp, Curator


